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THE WHARTON FAMILY. 

BY ANNE H. WHARTON. 

Thomas "Wharton, 2 who emigrated to Pennsylvania at an 
early date, was the son of Richard Wharton, 1 of Kellorth, in the 
Parish of Orton (or Overton),* Westmorelandshire, England. 
His parents were members of the Church of England, and on 
the 7th of November, 1663, he was baptized in All Saints 
Church, Orton. At what period he adopted the tenets of the 
Friends I am unable to discover, but at the time of his mar- 
riage he was certainly in full membership with their Society. 
The marriage took place January 20, 1688-9, 0. S., at the 
Bank Meeting House in Philadelphia, where he and Rachel 
Thomas, in the quaint phraseology of their marriage certificate, 
" having declared their Intentions of taking each other in 
marriage before several public meetings of the People of God, 
called Quakers," . . . "according to the good order used 
amongst them, whose Proceedings therein, after a deliberate 
Consideration thereof, were approved by the said Meetings : 
They appearing Clear of all others. JSTow these are to Certify 
all whom it may concern, that for the full accomplishing of 
their said Intentions, this Second day of the Eleventh month, 
called January, in the Year One thousand Six Hundred, 
Eighty and Eight. They" ..." appeared in a public 
Assembly of the aforesaid People and others mett together 
for that end and purpose . . . and (according to the Example 
of the holy men of Cod recorded in the Scriptures of Truth) 
in a Solemn manner, he the said Thomas taking the said 
Rachel by the hand, did openly declare as followeth — Friends, 
in the presence of God and before you his people do I take 
Rachel Thomas to be my wife and do promise to be a faithful 
and loving husband, until death separate us." After record- 
ing a similar declaration on the part of Rachel, the certificate 

* See Clark's British Gazetteer, London, 1852. 
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proceeds — "And the said Thomas "Wharton and Rachel 
Thomas, as a further Confirmation thereof, did then and there 
to these Presents set their hands, Thomas Wharton. 

Rachel Wharton." 

Among the witnesses were Micah and James Thomas, 
Sen., also Samuel Richardson, William Sal way, and William 
Southeby, about that time members of the Provincial Council, 
John White, then speaker of the Assembly, and William 
Bradford, the celebrated printer. 

Rachel Thomas was born Sept. 1, 1664, in Monmouthshire, 
Wales. She survived her husband nearly thirty years, and 
died in Philadelphia, June 10, 1747. 

Thomas Wharton was principally engaged in mercantile 
pursuits, and was unambitious of political distinction ; he was, 
however, on October 6, 1713, elected a member of the Com- 
mon Council of the city of Philadelphia, and gave an active 
attendance to his duties in that position until his death. He 
remained during his life an earnest member of the religious 
denomination to which, in his youth, he had attached him- 
self. He died in Philada. July 31, 1718, leaving a consider- 
able estate to be divided between his children. 

Thomas and Rachel Wharton had eight children, all b. in 
Philada. 

3. Joseph, b. Nov. 25, 1689 ; bu. July 24, 1690. 

4. Richard, d. num. Philada. Mar. 5, 1721. 

5. Mary, d. unm. Philada. Jan. 10, 1763, aged 67. 

6. James. 

7. Thomas, m. Christ Church, Philada. Sept. 12, 1728, Mary Curry. In 

his will, proved 1730, he styles himself " Mariner," and bequeathes 
all his estate to his wife. She m. 2dly, in 1736, Richard Grafton. 

8. Rachel, d. unm.; bu. Aug. 7, 1735. 

9. John, m. Mary Dobbins. 

10. Joseph, b. Aug. 4, 1707; m. 1st, Hannah Carpenter; and 2dly, 
Hannah Ogden. 

9. John Wharton 3 (Thomas, 2 Richard 1 ) m., Chester Co., Nov. 
2, 1727, Mary, dau. of James Dobbins. She was b. 1696, and 
d. Philada. Jan. 10, 1763. After his marriage he resided for 
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many years in Chester Co., of which from 1730 to 1737 he 
was annually selected coroner. He had five children. 

11. James, bu. Philada. May 4, 1785, aged 53 years ; m. 1st, Mary Hogg ; 

and 2dly, Christiana Redd. 

12. Thomas, b. Chester Co., 1735 ; m. 1st, Susannah Lloyd ; and 2dly, 

Elizabeth Pishbourne. 

13. John, d. Oct. 22, 1799, aged 67 ; m. Rebecca Chamless. 

14. Rachel, m. William Crispin. 

15. Mary, in. Baxter. 

10. Joseph "Wharton 3 (Thomas, 2 Richard 1 ), b. Philada. Aug. 
4, 1707; m. 1st, Philada. March 5, 1729-30, Hannah, dau. of 
John Carpenter,* by his wife, Ann Hoskins. She was b. 
Philada. Nov. 23, 1711, and d. July 14, 1751. He m. 2dly, 
June 7, 1752, Hannah, wid. of John Ogden, and dau. of 
Robert Owen, by his wife, Susannah Hudson.f She was b. 
Phila. March 16, 1720-1, and d. Jan. 1791. He was a very 
successful merchant, but towards the close of his life retired 
from business, and lived at his country seat, Walnut Grove, 
which soon after his death was made famous as the scene of 
the Meschianza. He d. in Philada. and was bu. in Friends 
Ground, July 27, 1776. By his 1st wife he had eleven chil- 
dren, all b. in Philada. 

16. Thomas, b. Jan. 15, 1730-1; m. Rachel Medcalf. 

17. Samuel, b. May 3, 1732 ; m. Sarah Lewis. 

18. Joseph, b. March 21, 1733-4; m. Sarah Tallman. 

19. Rachel, b. June 7, 1736 ; bu. Jan. 6, 1736-7. 

20. John, b. Jan. 17, 1737-8. 

21. William, b. March 12, 1740; m. Oct. 15, 1767, Susannah, dau. of 

Jacob Medcalf by his wife Susannah Hudson, b. June 6, 1734. 
He d. s. p. Will proved, Philada. Jan. 21, 1805. 

22. George, b. March 13, 1741-2 ; bu. March 17, 1741-2. 

23. Charles, b. Jan. 11, 1743-4 ; m. 1st, Jemima Edwards ; 2dly, nannah 

Richardson ; and 3dly, Hannah Redwood. 

24. Isaac, b. Sept. 15, 1745 ; m. Margaret Rawle. 

25. Carpenter, b. Aug. 30, 1747 ; m. Elizabeth Davis. 

26. Benjamin, b. Feb. 12, 1749-50 ; d. Sept. 8, 1754. 

* Son of Samuel Carpenter, many years a member of the Provincial Coun- 
cil, and Treasurer of the Province, by his wife, Hannah, dau. of Abraham 
Hardiman. 

t Daughter of William Hudson, sometime Mayor of Philada., by his wife, 
Elizabeth, dau. of Samuel Richardson. Richardson was a member of the 
Provincial Council, 1688-93. 
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By liis 2d wife lie had seven children. 

27. Mary, b. April 3, 1755 ; m. William Sykes. 

28. Robert, b. Jan. 12, 1757 ; m. Salome Chancellor. 

29. Benjamin, b. April 29, 1759 ; d. April 9, 1764. 

30. James, b. Jan. 3, 1761 ; d. Jan. 9, 1761. 

31. Rachel, b. Aug. 27, 1762 ; m. William Lewis. 

32. Hudson, b. Feb. 21, 1765 ; d. Aug. 10, 1771. 

33. Franklin, b. July 23, 1767 ; m. Mary Clifton. 

11. James WHARTON 4 (John, 3 Thomas, 2 Richard 1 )m.lst,Mary, 
dau. of Peregrine Hogg, sometime of Philada. but finally of 
London, Mercer, by his wife Mary Fitzwater.* She was bu. 
Philada. April 13, 1772, aged about 35 years. He m. 2dly, 
Sept. 14, 1773, Christiana Redd, who d. before him. During 
the Revolution he was the proprietor of a rope-walk, and 
furnished a large portion of the cordage for the vessels of the 
State IsTavy. He was bu. in Friends Ground, Philada. May 4, 
1785, aged 53 years. Of his seven children all but the last 
named were certainly by his first wife. 

34. Reynold, m. 

35. James. 

36. Rebecca, d. unm. Aug. 31, 1807, aged 46. 

37. Peregrine, b. Feb. 14, 1765; m. Jane Brown. 

38. George, m. Mary Doughty. 

39. Morris. 

40. Deborah Claypoole, m. Philada. May 7, 1795, Isaac H. Jackson. 

12. Thomas "Wharton,! Junr. 4 (John, 3 Thomas, 2 Richard 1 ), b. 
Chester County, 1735 ; m. 1st, Christ Church, Philada. Nov. 
4, 1762, Susannah, dau. of Thomas Lloyd,:]: by his wife, 
Susannah Kearney.§ She d. Oct. 24, 1772, and he m. 2dly, 

* Daughter of George Fitzwater, who, with his parents, Thomas and Mary 
Fitzwater, of Hamworth, Middlesex, Eng., was among the companions of 
Penn on his first visit to Penna. in 1683. 

t A biographical sketch of Gov. Wharton will be published hereafter. 

X Son of Thomas Lloyd, and grandson Thomas Lloyd, President of the 
Council, 1664 to 1688, and again 1690 to 1693. 

§ Daughter of Philip Kearney, of Philada., by his wife Eebecca, daughter 
of Lionel Britton. In the "Hill Family," by J. J. Smith, Philada., 1854, she 
is said to have been Susannah Owen; but Susannah, wife of Thomas Lloyd 
and daughter of" Philip Kearney, is a party to a deed from Bebeeca Kearney, 
et al., to Edmund Kearney, and in the will of Joanna Kearney, who was also 
a party to the deed, Susannah Wharton is named as a niece of the testatrix. 
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Dec. 7, 1774, Elizabeth, dau. of William Fishbourne * by bis 
wife, Mary Tallman. She was b. Sept. 1752, and d. Philada. 
April 24, 1826. He d. at Lancaster, May 22, 1778. By his 
first wife he had five children. 

41. Lloyd "Wharton, m. Mary Rogers and d. s. p. 

42. Kearney, d. Jan. 4, 1848, aged 82 ; m. Maria Salter. 

43. William Moore, d. Aug. 14, 1816, aged 49 ; m. 1st, Mary Wain ; 

and 2dly, Deborah Shoemaker. 

44. Sarah Norris, d. 1806, aged 64 ; m. 1st, Dr. Benjamin Tallman ; and 

2dly, Samuel Courtauld. 

45. Susannah, bu. Philada. Feb. 2, 1773. 

By his 2d wife he had three children. 

46. Mary, b. Sept. 7, 1775 ; d. unm. Philada. June, 1799. 

47. Thomas Fishbourne, b. Nov. 10, 1776 ; d. unm. Philada. Jan. 1865. 

48. Fishbourne, b. Aug. 10, 1778; m. 1st, Susan Shoemaker; and 2dly, 

Mary Ann Shoemaker. 

13. John "Wharton 4 (John, 3 Thomas, 2 Richard 1 ) m. Philada. 
June 24, 1761, Rebecca Chamless. He was a shipbuilder in 
Philada., and during the Revolution, built for the Pennsyl- 
vania Navy two men-of-war, the Experiment and the "Wash- 
ington. He was a member of Continental Navy Board, 1778- 
1780. He d. Philada. Oct. 22, 1799, aged 67 years. His 
children were 

49. Chamless, b. 1769 ; d. April 20, 1775. 

50. Chamless, d. unm. Philada. Oct. 22, 1802, aged 22 years. 

14. Rachel Wharton 4 (John, 3 Thomas, 2 Richard 1 ) m. Friends 
Meeting, Philada. Dec. 10, 1762, William Crispin, son of Silas 
Crispin, of Burlington, K J. He was a commissary of the 
American Army. Collector of Excise. He d. Philada. April 
24, 1797, aged 60 years. They had six children. 

51. William. 

52. Sarah, m. William Lewis. 

* His father, William Fishbourne, a member of the Provincial Council, 
1723 to 1731, was born in Talbot County, Md., where his parents, Balph and 
Sarah (Lewis) Fishbourne, then resided. William Fishbourne, the elder, 
settled in Philada. before 1700, and in 1702 married Hannah, daughter of 
Samuel Carpenter — see note, page 326. 
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53. Esther. 

54. Rachel. 

55. Mary. 

56. Thomas, ba. Sept. 23, 1781, aged 3 years. 

16. Thomas "Wharton 4 (Josepn, 3 Thomas, 2 Richard 1 ), b. 
Phila. Jan. 15, 1730-1 ; m. Friends Meeting, Philada. Eachel, 
dau. of Jacob Medcalf, by his wife Hannah Hudson. She was 
b. Feb. 21, 1729-30. " He was a merchant of great wealth and 
influence, and of the sect of Quakers. In the enterprise of 
Galloway and Goddard to establish " The Chronicle," a leading 
newspaper, he was their partner; and the parties supposed 
that Franklin, on his return from England, would join 
them. Previous to the Revolution, Franklin and Mr. Whar- 
ton were correspondents. In 1774, Washington records that 
he "dined with Thomas Wharton." (Sabine's Loyalists.) Like 
many other Friends, he was at first actively opposed to 
the oppressive measures of the British Government, and a 
signer of the non-importation agreement in 1765 ; but when 
the colonies resorted to arms his sympathy was entirely with- 
di-awn from their cause. His prominence among the Friends, 
the majority of whom had pursued a similar course in regard 
to the active prosecution of the Revolution, made him an 
object of suspicion to the authorities of the newly arisen 
commonwealth, and in Aug. 1777 he and several other Friends 
were arrested, who, on their refusing to sign a parole, were in 
the following month exiled to Virginia. In April, 1778, they 
were allowed to return to Philada. Mr. Wharton, however 
was proscribed as an enemy to his country, and lost his estate 
under the Confiscation Act of Penna. He d. near Philada. in 
the winter of 1782. 

(To be continued.) 
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